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THIS IS THE PLACE. TRANSLATED BY THE NATIVES
AS “THE LAND OF HAUNTED SHADOWS.”

NOT FOUND ON ANY ALASKAN MAP, THE
LOCATION IS KNOWN OHNLY THROUGH
WORD—-OF—-MOUTH, PASSED DOWN
THROUGH COUNTLESS GENERATIONS.

TOOK ME THE
BETTER PART
OF A YEAR

TO LOCATE IT.

S0, THIS
IS WHAT IT
A\ LOOKS LIKE. 4

SO QUIET AND SERENE.
NO ONE WOULD EVER
THINK THIS WAS ONCE

THE SITE OF A

...AND ONE OF THE GREQATEST
BIOLOGICAL MYSTERIES
ON THE PLANET.
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A UNDOUBTEDLY, THIS WAS AN INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC,
| SIMILAR TO THE TRAGEDY AT BREVIG MISSION, ON
ALASKA'S SEWARD PENINSULA, IN 1218.

BEWARE..-




I APOLOGIZE,
THIS MUST LOOK
VERY STRANGE TO YOU.
MY NAME IS
/M4 SelENTIST SENT Here | I
, LEAVE. NOW.
TO INVESTIGATE : ?rmse VERY |
THE PLAGUE THAT SEIZED i ; MOMENT,
THIS VILLAGE NINETY "
YEARS AGO.

I HAVE
THE PROPER PERMITS

FOR THIS EXCAVATION.

SOME TISSUE FROM ONE OF THE
PECEASEDP, PRESERVEP
HERE IN THE
PERMAFROST.

THERE IS STILL
PEAPLY PANGER
LATER, Here.
IN THE LABORATORY,
WE'LL HOPEFULLY BE ABLE
TO IPENTIFY THE VIRUS ANP
POSSIBLY CREATE A VACLINE
AGAINST THE EVENT OF
A FUTURE OUTBREAK —




You
SHOULP BE
AFRAID.

I
I'M AFRAID
I PON'T
UNPERSTANP.

MY NAME
- 1S HINSHLAI.
THE PLACE WHERE
WE ARE STANPING
WAS ONCE THE |
HOME OF THE
GREAT PYING. /

-

| ONE WHO LIVED THERE WAS A
ITTLE CHILP, FIVE YEARS OLP.




ONE BRIGHT BUSY DAY,
AS THE OTHERS HURRIED
ABOUT WITH THEIR
BASKETS AND NETS,

SHE WANDERED OFF

IN HER LONELINESS...

..AND SHE FIRST
ENCOUNTERED
THE CREATURE.

HELLO.
WHAT KINP OF
THING ARE YOUZ
WOULP YOU LIKE TO
COME HOME
WITH MEZ




IT WAS A FRIENDLY, AFFECTIONATE AT FIRST SIGHT, EVERYONE WAS QUITE FOND OF THE
LITTLE BEING AND DID NOT PROTEST CREATURE, BUT THEN THE STRANGENESS STARTED.
WHEN THE CHILD CARRIED IT AwWaAY -

BACK TO THE VILLAGE.

HANPSOME
BIRP! AND

S0
FRIENPLY!

LOOK AT THIS
BRIGHT-EYEP
LITTLE PI&!
HE LOOKS AS
THOUGH HE CAN
UNPERSTANDP
EVERY WORP
WE saY.

SOMEHOW THE CREATURE HAD TRICKED
EVERYONE, MAKING THEM SEE WHRATEVER
IT WISHED. ONLY THE CHILD KNEW
SOMETHING OF THE TERRIBLE TRUTH...

BUT IT WASN'T 6 GOOSE, f
OR A PIG, THAT THE GIRL |
HAD BROUGHT INTO HER
VILLAGE.

..THAT THE BEAST
WAS HOT WHAT IT
APPEARED TO BE.




THEMN, THE DYING BEGAMN.

|

QUICK, CRUEL AND BRUTAL. r

MOTHER...Z
MOTHER, CAN YOU
HEAR ME...7




AT THE END OF SIX SHORT DAYS, THE ENTIRE VILLAGE WAS A GRAVEYARD.

ONLY THE GIRL, HER OLDER SISTER,
AND THEIR GRANDPARENTS REMAINED.

, | THE CREATURE, AND ITS POISONOUS |75
. 4 PLAGUE HAD VANISHED, LEAVING I
FOREVER A8 HOLLOW ACHE IN THE

HEARTS OF THE FEW SURVIVORS.




WHAT A I CAN FULLY
PREAPFUL UNPERSTAND WHY THIS
STORY. TERRIBLE TRAGEPY HAS
GROWN INTO SUCH A
FRIGHTFUL LEGEND.

HOWEVEER,

THERE WAS NOTHING
SUPERNATURAL ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENEP IN THIS

POOMEP VILLAGE.
LET ME TRY TO
EXPLAIN.

THIS HAS
ALL THE ASPECTS
OF AN OUTBREAK OF A
NEW STRAIN OF INFLUENZA,
ONE OF THE MOST LETHAL
VIRUSES IN THE HISTORY
OF HUMANITY. As A
SCIENTIST, T'M HERE
T0 TRY T0 SOLVE
THE MYSTERY.

YOU SEE, FLU GENES SHOULPD STILL BE PRESENT IN
THESE FROZEN &RAVES, ANP WE CAN PETERMINE
WHAT TYPE OF NEW PEAPLY STRAIN THIS IS, FLU
VIRUSES CREATE NEW STRAINS BY REASSORTING
THEIR GENES WITH OTHER FLU STRAINS, SUCH
AS THOSE FROM PIGS ANP BIRPS.

WweE SHOULP BE ABLE TO PEPUCE
THE ACTUAL GENETIC COPE
OF THE VIRUS.

THIS EXPERIMENT MAY EVEN .
HELP US TO UNPEESTANP WHAT MAPE

THIS FLU STRAIN S0 VIRULENT. THEN WE CAN N ——
CREATE VACLINES AGAINST A FUTURE OUTBREAK.

WE HAVE THE CHANCE TO PO SOME REAL &00P HERE,
ANP FINALLY PUT TO REST THAT GHOST STORY OF THE
LITTLE &IRL ANP HER SHAPE-CHANGING CHIMERA.

LISTEN,
' 1'M SORRY.
/ PLEASE FORGIVE ME,
| I 60T CARRIED AWAY.
| I'M AFRAID YOU DON'T
A\ "COMPREHEND MUCH
OF WHAT I
JUST sAID—

IT IS YOU WHO
FAILS TO UNPERSTANP.
THIS IS NO MY TH.

I sAW THE BEAST
WITH MY OWN EYES,
EVEN AS T SEE
YOU NOwW.

>

I, HINSHLA

WAS THAT Lm‘LE
CHILP OF FIVE.




IT WAS A STRENUOUS JOB,
BUT I'VE FINALLY OBTAINED
THE PRECIOUS TISSUE SAMPLES.

ALREADY BEGINNING TO
HOWL. T WON'T BE SORRY |
TO LEAVE THIS EERIE SITE
FAR BEHIND ME.

THE OLD NATIVE WOMAN VANISHED
DURING MY WORK. THE SNOW HAS
COVERED HER TRACKS.

IT'S ALMOST AS IF SHE
WAS NEVER HERE AT ALL.

WELL, HELLO THERE.
 WHERE PIP YOU COME FROM?Z
I'M SURE YOU WEREN'T
THERE A MINUTE
AGO.

WE HAVE A
VETERINARIAN
AT THE BASE.
SHE’LL FIX YOU UP,
GO0P AS NEW.

50, T'LL
| TaKe you
2 WITH ME.

STRANGE, : |
THOUGH. FOR A MOMENT, S |
THERE IN THE SNOW, T
COULD HAVE SWORN THAT
YOU WERE A BABY PI&!

HOW COULP T MAKE
SUCH A
MISTAKEZ?

HMM, YOU’'RE HURT.
LOOKS LIKE A BROKEN WING.
YOU’'P NEVER SURVIVE
QUT IN THIS STORM.

THIS WEATHER SURE
DOES WEIRD THINGS
TO THE IMAGINATION.

BET EVERYONE WiILL
BE SURPRISED WHEN
THEY SEE ME WALK

IN WITH YOU.




